





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Medical Humanities]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	Blog

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	Blog



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 36, Issue 2 
	Suffering in silence Frederick Cayley Robinson: Acts of Mercy, National Gallery, London


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    PostScript


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Art review


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Suffering in silence Frederick Cayley Robinson: Acts of Mercy, National Gallery, London

        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	R A Crowley

	Correspondence to Dr Rose Crowley, Whittington Hospital, Magdala Avenue, London N19 5NF, UK; rose.crowley{at}uclmail.net




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/jmh.2010.006171

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Medicine in art
	paintings
	art in hospitals
	art history

Throughout the 20th century, visitors to London's Middlesex Hospital encountered not only staff and patients but also a huddled group of orphaned girls, wounded soldiers and waiting invalids. As a medical student there, I was struck by the engaging faces of these near life-size figures staring out from imposing canvasses on the entrance hall walls. When the hospital was decommissioned in 2007 many feared that these important public murals would end up hidden in a private collection, but their last-minute purchase for the Wellcome Collection means they will remain on permanent public display at the Wellcome Library in Euston, London. This summer, however, they were temporarily relocated to the National Gallery for a small but powerful exhibition, providing an opportunity to re-examine this largely forgotten artist and one of his most intriguing commissions.
Acts of Mercy consists of four canvasses, each over 3 m long, completed between 1912 and 1920 and designed specifically for the hospital site. The beneficiaries of the hospital's charitable work are portrayed in two pairs of paintings. The first,  … 
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