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    The image I have in my mind of interdisciplinarity is of precarious professional existence like walking on a tightrope stretched across the Grand Canyon between two greatly distinctive domains. But in fact my way of working in the borderland over 33 years at Harvard has been different. I have conducted academic practice with varying intensity at different stages of my career on either side of the great divide between social science and medicine, or more broadly put in terms of the two cultures that rule the academy: between interpretive and materialist orders.
On the medical side, I have practised and taught psychiatry, chaired a social medicine department, and built, along with colleagues, a medical anthropology and global mental health training programme with more than 200 postdoctoral fellows and a generation of medical students. That I was in the 1990s the Presley Professor … 
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