





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Medical Humanities]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	Blog

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	Blog



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 40, Issue 1 
	Power and its applications: a new module in the medical curriculum at Trinity College Dublin


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Educational case study


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Power and its applications: a new module in the medical curriculum at Trinity College Dublin
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	M Phillips1, 
	M Hennessy2, 
	A Patterson2

	
1Manchester Centre for Sexual Health, Manchester, UK

	
2Division of Medical Education, School of Medicine, Trinity College Dublin, Dublin 2, Republic of Ireland


	Correspondence to
 Dr Matthew Phillips, Manchester Centre for Sexual Health, 280 Upper Brook Street, Manchester M13 0FH, UK; phillima{at}tcd.ie





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/medhum-2013-010417

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Politics


Background and context

The use of student-selected modules and the application of the medical humanities was recommended in the General Medical Council Tomorrow's Doctors 2003.1 Since then, increasing attention has been given to the inclusion of the arts and humanities into the medical education framework. It is intended that this would act as a complementary strand to the scientific approach in achieving the outcome of a ‘humane doctor’. Humanities as a group of disciplines develop the interpretive ability and insight of students by demonstrating the connectivity and relevance of art, literature and other disciplines to the practice of medicine and vice versa.

In 2009–2010, the School of Medicine at Trinity College Dublin instituted a series of medical humanities modules to be undertaken in the first year of undergraduate study. These consisted of modules in traditional humanities such as philosophy in medicine, creative writing and literature in medicine.



  





All students in the first year were required to select a module in which to participate. A list of modules with course descriptors enables the students to make their choice, and the modules are populated on a first come, first served basis, with students having selected their top three choices. In recognition of the fact that not all students would naturally gravitate towards the study of humanities, a climate was fostered in the classroom where ideas could be exchanged and challenged in a safe, non-threatening environment.

The modules are student centred, where active learning is encouraged and numbers are limited to 12 per group. Each module is encouraged to include a relevant field trip. The strategy of integration of the humanities within a medical … 
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