





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Medical Humanities]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	Blog

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	Blog



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 35, Issue 2 
	Cutting for Stone


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    PostScript


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Book review


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Cutting for Stone
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	T A Faunce

	Associate Professor T A Faunce, Australian National University, Medical School and College of Law, Canberra, Australia; Thomas.Faunce{at}anu.edu.au




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/jmh.2009.002519

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    By Abraham Verghese.            Published by Chatto & Windus          London          2009           9780701173838       




Samuel Johnson wrote one of the world’s best books and set it in Ethiopia. His History of Rasselas, Prince of Abissinia is peppered with insightful and pithy commentary on the foibles of humans who, for example, believe happiness possessed by others to keep alive the hope of obtaining it for themselves.1 To say that Abraham Verghese’s entertaining novel, Cutting for Stone, about two generations of surgeons in Ethiopia and the USA, has better characterisation and plot structure than Dr Johnson’s smaller work but fails to rise to the same stature, does neither an injustice.
Abraham Verghese is a professor of medicine at Stanford University California and a writer of books, essays and short stories, who was born and brought up by Indian parents in Ethiopia. This is a well-crafted novel and Verghese is meticulous in acknowledging his sources, including those for some of the work’s best lines: “I owe you the sight of morning” for instance, and “squared her shoulders to the unloveliness”.
Verghese draws on surgical emergencies with which he is obviously familiar to create dramatic pivot points in his narrative. The first is the traumatic birth, at the Ethiopian Missing (sic) Hospital, of the conjoined male twins Shiva and Marion … 
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    Footnotes
	Provenance and peer review Commissioned; not externally peer reviewed.
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