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    Written by Christopher Reid, Published by Arete Ltd, Oxford, UK, 2009, pp 62, £7.99, ISBN-978-0955455360.
	Literature and medicine

A Scattering, which recently won the overall Costa Book award, is a tribute to the poet's Christopher Reid wife, Lucinda Gane, who died of cancer in 2005. The poems not only celebrate her life, but also share, first, the experience of witnessing her final illness and her death, and, second, the experience of life without her.
The collection consists of four poetic sequences, The Flowers of Crete, written during her final illness, The Unfinished, A Widower's Dozen and Lucinda's Way, written after her death.
The book opens with the couple's last holiday together in Crete. We quickly realise that, for Reid and his wife, time is running out. He addresses the sun:
‘Of course I accept your paltry currency, your small change
of days and hours.’

Yet within that realisation, life outwardly continues:
‘we take our breakfast of coffee and yoghurt out in the sun.’

This is the unique power of poetry, where the ordinary becomes extraordinary, and an individual moment or experience becomes a link, something that can be instantly shared with the reader.
The third stanza introduces the ‘skulking sarcoma’:
‘The first was despatched
by a trick with a ball of string;
the second cannot be reached
by medical science.’

For the first time, we become aware of Lucinda's spirited nature:
‘Yet it seems its defiance
has been met and matched
by yours…’

Although Reid intimately observes Lucinda's illness, he is keenly aware that the experience of serious illness and facing death is ultimately an individual and unshareable one. The sufferer and the carer are on increasingly divergent journeys:
‘Please pardon the crimes
of your husband the poet,
as he mazes the pages
of his notebook, in pursuit
of some safe way out.’

As Reid and his wife explored together the paths and flora … 


View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Competing interests None declared.

	Patient consent Obtained.

	Provenance and peer review Commissioned; not externally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe (£73)  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe (£73)  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Institute of Medical Ethics]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1473-4265Print ISSN: 1468-215X

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Institute of Medical Ethics. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


